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The Office of Compline is rooted in the daily cycle of prayer observed by the early Christian 
monastic communities. By the 6th century, St. Benedict had codified the rule for his 
followers, setting forth a formula for the recitation of psalms, hymns, prayers, and readings 
seven times a day. Compline was the final prayer hour before retiring for the evening. It is 
still the final setting of prayers for monastic communities all over the world who are praying 
for you and for all of God’s people. 
 
The service incorporates plainsong and diverse choral styles and genres creating a unique 
blend of new and older musical traditions. As was customary in medieval chapels, Compline 
is offered by candlelight and much of the music is unaccompanied. You might consider 
turning down the lights and lighting some candles at home. The unifying thread through the 
Compline service is quiet meditation and reflection led and inspired by music. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The People are invited to read the words in bold and to sing the parts designated to the People. 
While we’re online, these words will be led by someone on screen so that you can read, sing, and 
pray with them. No matter where you are, joining in this worship service is a form of prayer that 
connects you to God and to each other. Find a comfortable place to sit, kneel or stand for the 
prayers if you’d like to. Whenever two or three are gathered, even virtually, Scripture reminds us 
that Jesus is present among us. 
 

An Order for Compline 
 
The Officiant begins 
Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for  
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness.   

                   Joel 2:13 
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Opening Hymn   Te lucis ante terminum       Plainsong  
 

 
Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 

That with thy wonted favour thou 
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 

 
From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 

From nightly fears and fantasies; 
Tread under foot our ghostly foe, 
That no pollution we may know. 

 
O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son; 
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 

 
Latin, Tr. J. M. Neale 1818-66 
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Officiant Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, through our own 
fault, in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Officiant May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, 

and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to  
 the / Holy Ghost:  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and for- / ever 

shall be. *  Amen. 
 
The Officiant sings a passage of Scripture 
 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will  
 give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;  
 for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11:28-30 
  
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
Reflection           The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach 
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Hymn               Rockingham 
“When I survey the wondrous cross” 
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Officiant Lord, have mercy. 
People  Christ, have mercy. 
Officiant Lord, have mercy. 
 
Officiant and People say together 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 
Officiant Lord, hear our prayer; 
People And let our cry come to you; 
Officiant Let us pray.  
 
Officiant O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 

shameful death to be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross 
of Christ, that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Officiant O God, with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light: Quench our 
thirst with living water, and flood our darkened minds with heavenly light; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Officiant God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes 

the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in 
uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies 
ahead. Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is 
health and wholeness; you are God, and we need you. Amen. 
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Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
Officiant The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and 

keep us. Amen. 
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Holy Week Worship & Music Schedule – April 5-April 12 

 
Tuesday in Holy Week, April 7  Compline at 9pm (Livestream) 
 
Wednesday in Holy Week, April 8  Morning Prayer at 9am (Facebook Live)  

Evening Prayer at 7pm (Livestream) 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 9   Live Broadcast: Four Last Songs at 3pm 

Evening Prayer at 7pm (Livestream) 
 
Good Friday, April 10    The Liturgy for Good Friday at Noon 

(Livestream) 
       Night Prayer & Stations of the Cross at 7pm 

(Livestream) 
 
Holy Saturday, April 11   Preparation Rite at 9am (Livestream) 
       Live Broadcast: Four Last Songs at 3pm 
 
Easter Sunday, April 12   Music Interlude from 9:30-10am (Livestream) 

Easter Worship at 10am (Livestream) 

 

 

All Livestream worship can be found on our website: 
www.stmatthewswilton.org/live 

 
 
  
 
Join in on our interactive worship this week by building an altar at home.  
Step by step instructions are available here. And instructions for tonight are on 
the next page! 
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1 John 1:5-9 
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is 
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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From Artist in Residence, Scott Ellaway  
Live Broadcasts during Holy Week 
Equally committed to artistic excellence, providing quality programming to the local 
community, St. Matt’s has commissioned international conductor Scott Ellaway to create 
three online programs that are scheduled to go out live during Holy Week. Each program, 
lasting twenty-five minutes, will focus on the Four Last Songs by Richard Strauss. Each 
song will be explored in turn, a performance, followed by a question and answer session 
for those attending online who wish to participate. 
 
The dates that have been selected are: 
 
Palm Sunday, April 5, 3pm EST 
Maundy Thursday, April 9, 3pm EST 
Holy Saturday, April 11, 3pm EST 
 
The live broadcast will go out from this page: 
https://opusyou.com/cinematic-broadcast/strauss-four-last-
songs. 
 

St. Matt’s -Virtually  

Does it feel like there’s a lot going on at St. Matt’s? That’s because there is!  

If you need information on an online program, we’re piling up opportunities for worship, 
connection, and exploration on this website: www.stmatthewswilton.org/virtually. 

You can always go there to look for news 
about what’s happening! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

14 

Worship online again with St. Matthew’s 

There are many ways to connect with St. Matt’s in the coming weeks. Please keep 
an eye on our website and social media as well as our e-news. There you’ll find 
information and opportunities to connect for friends and members of all ages. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff 
Rector       The Rev. Marissa S. Rohrbach, marissa@stmatthewswilton.org 
Deacon                               The Rev. Deacon Don Burr, don@stmatthewswilton.org  
Artist in Residence                           Scott Ellaway, scott@stmatthewswilton.org 
Parish Administrator                                 Nancy Johnson, office@stmatthewswilton.org 
Children, Youth & Family            Samantha Trolice, samantha@stmatthewswilton.org 
Bookkeeper                                                      Louann Miska, louann.miska@gmail.com 
WEPCO                                                              Sandy Muschler, wepco@optonline.net 
Nursery Staff                    Lucia Sato, Kate DeAngelis 
Parish Intern              Meg Stapleton Smith 
Sexton                                                                                                                 Max Gil 
 

 
Wardens and Officers 
Sr. Warden  Jen Kepner                Asst. Treasurers     Bruce Beebe, Andrea Sato  
Jr. Warden  Brian Angerame     Clerk                 Anne Newton 
Treasurer  Keith DeAngelis    

 

 
The Vestry 
Michael Kaelin    Kim Hall         Joe Magnano 
Dodo Roberts    Tim Jarvis     Paul Reis 
Jessica Christ  Pam Ely     
  
  

 
36 New Canaan Road, Wilton, CT 06897 

Phone: (203) 762-7400 
www.stmatthewswilton.org 

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/stmattswilton 
Follow us on Twitter & Instagram @stmattswilton  


