
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Lessons & Carols 

The First Sunday after Christmas 

December 27, 2020 

10:00 am  
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The People are invited to read the words in bold. While we’re online, these words will be led by someone on screen so 
that you can read and pray with them. No matter where you are, joining in this worship service is a form of prayer 
that connects you to God and to each other. Find a comfortable place to sit. Kneel or stand for the prayers if you’d 
like. Whenever two or three are gathered, even virtually, Jesus is present among us. 

 

 
Prelude                             The Angels’ Song                  C.V. Stanford 
                           
Opening Hymn 100       “Joy to the World”                       Antioch 

The People are invited to sing at home. 
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Welcome & Bidding 
Officiant Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy: 
  a Savior is born to you. Alleluia. 
People  Unto us a child is born. Alleluia. 
 
The Officiant continues 

Dear People of God: In this Christmas season, let it be our joy and delight to 
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the 
Son of God lying in a manger. 
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from 
the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to 
us by the holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of 
praise. 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for peace and justice on 
earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially 
for the Church in our country and in this town. 
 
And because he particularly loves them let us remember in his name the poor 
and the helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed, the sick and those 
who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children as well as those 
who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. Amen. 
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The First Lesson                        Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says 
to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together 
they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to 
Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for 
the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord has 
bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God.  
 
The Collect 
God of the prophets in every age: you send messengers of hope for the world. 
Strengthen us to live as faithful people who proclaim a present and future of 
joy and renewed life. Amen. 
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Carol - Hymn 107    “Good Christian friends, rejoice”      In dulci jubilo 
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The Second Lesson                 Luke 1:39-45 
Mary ran to see her cousin Elizabeth who lived in the hill country. When she 
cried out, “Elizabeth, it’s so good to see you!” the baby in Elizabeth’s belly 
jumped up and down. Elizabeth all of a sudden was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and yelled, “You are so blessed, Mary! And the little one inside you is blessed 
as well. How God must love me to send the mother of my Lord to visit me. 
As soon as I heard your voice, this little guy inside me jumped up and down 
for joy. This is just as God said it would happen, and we are both so blessed 
to see things work out this way. God is good to us indeed.” 
 
 

The Collect 
God of surprises, you store up for us more good news than we can ask or 
imagine. Help us to keep our eyes open for the ways that you are at work in 
the world around us, and for the goodness you would have us help create in 
this world. You are good to us, indeed. And we are blessed by your love. 
Amen. 
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Carol – Hymn 79 (vs 1-3)       “O little town of Bethlehem”       St. Louis  
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The Third Lesson                             Luke 2:1-7 
In order to count how many people there were so that he could tax them, the 
emperor told everyone to go their hometowns to be counted. So Joseph went 
with Mary, his fiancée, who was expecting a baby at any time, from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem. His family was descended from King David, and King David 
had lived in Bethlehem. While they were there, Mary delivered a baby boy, 
wrapped him up tight, and laid him in a feed trough in the barn where they 
were staying because the inns were all full. 
 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
him, and to be born this day of Mary: Grant that we, who have been born 
again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by 
your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the 
same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Carol - Hymn 102  (vs 1 & 2)   “Once in royal David’s city”              Irby 
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Fourth Lesson                           Luke 2:8-20 
Meanwhile, in the field, shepherds were watching their sheep during the 
night. All of a sudden an angel stood right in front of them, and God’s glory 
was shining all around and they were scared to death. The angel told them 
not to be afraid because there was only good news. “This news is so good,” 
the angel said, “that everyone will be happy. Today in the city of David, the 
Savior whom everyone’s been waiting for was born. I want you to go find 
him. Here’s how you’ll know he’s the right baby: He’ll be lying in a feed 
trough all wrapped up in strips of cloth.” 
 
When the angel said that, the skies burst into song, and angels filled up the  
entire sky, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and peace to those on earth whom God loves.” 
 
When the angels had gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other,  
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and find this baby boy they were talking about.” So  
they ran and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the feed trough,  
just as the angel had told them. They told Mary and Joseph what the angel  
had said about who this child was and would become. Everyone was amazed  
at their story. But Mary kept this entire story in her heart. The shepherds  
praised God for all that had happened that night, and went back to their  
sheep who had been wondering where the shepherds had gone. 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate 
Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Carol – Hymn 93 (vs 1-3)                                                     Regent Square 
                             “Angels from the realms of glory” 
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The Fifth Lesson                     John 1:1-14 
Before there was anything, there was the Word, with God and in God. The 
Word was God! Everything there ever was in the whole universe came to life 
through the Word. In fact, there’s nothing that the Word didn’t make. Life came 
into being through the Word. That life lights up for all people to see. It shines 
in the darkness, and as you know, darkness cannot put out light. 

John the Baptist was a man of God. He understood that Jesus was the light, 
and that Jesus was coming to be our savior. Some people didn’t recognize that, 
but those who did, who let him shine his light into their hearts, had the power 
to become God’s children. 

And the Word actually became one of us, and lived here on earth with us. You 
and I have seen his glory, and he is filled with grace and truth.  

John cried out in the desert, pointing to Jesus and saying, “He’s the One. He’s 
the One I’ve been talking about!” Because Jesus is filled with grace, all of us 
have more than our share of grace. In fact, we have been given grace upon 
grace upon grace. And even more grace than that. 

The law given to Moses served its purpose; now grace and truth is serving its 
purpose through Jesus Christ. No one knows what God the Father looks like. 
Jesus, God’s only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, is the one who makes 
God the Father known to us. 

The Collect 
O God, you make us glad with the yearly festival of the birth of your son Jesus 
Christ: grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 
confidence behold him when he comes again in glory. Amen. 
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Carol - Hymn 82 (vs 1 & 2)                                        Divinum mysterium 
                                  “Of the Father’s love begotten” 
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Prayers of the People 
As we join with shepherds and angels to celebrate with joy the birth of the Son 
of God, let us offer prayers to God who shines the light of Christ on all 
creation. 
 
For all bishops, priests, and deacons, and for all who serve in the name of 
Jesus. Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all believers who put their trust in the Word of God. Let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, and for peace and justice. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the poor, for 
those in prison, and for the dying and the dead. Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need. Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Matthew, and all the saints, let us 
offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect 
Gracious God, Giver of all good gifts, accept the prayers we offer on this 
joyful feast. May the Rising Sun of Christ spread across the whole world and 
brighten us all; we ask this in the Name that is above all other names, that of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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All stand for 
 

The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And also with you. 
 

 
+  T H E   H O L Y   C O M M U N I O N  + 

 

The Offertory 
Celebrant   

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his name, bring offerings and come into 
his courts.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving                               
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus 
Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who by the mighty power of the Holy 
Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so 
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus                              Greensleeves, adapted by Rob Passow           
                                                Sung by all 

 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, 
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with Mary and Joseph, and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
 

 

The Act of Reception         Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book (2nd ed) 
The Celebrant and the People say together 
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your 
Church where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long 
to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings 
of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 
 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my 
heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my 
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you 
in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace. 
 

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; 
be my wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and 
actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious 
might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the 
growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives 
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Silence is kept. 
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Communion Hymn 
 
Hymn 112                        “In the bleak midwinter”                    Cranham 

 
Sung by all 
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The Postcommunion Prayer 
Celebrant   Let us pray. Loving God, 
People    We give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we 
may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Parish Announcements 

 

The Christmas Blessing 
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of 
the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ 
child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier be with you this day and always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 87                                                                    Festgesang 
                                    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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Dismissal  
Clergy  Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People   Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 
Postlude                       In Dulci Jubilo                      J.S. Bach 
 
 
Worship Leaders 
Officiant & Preacher   The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach 
Lectors      Anne Newton, Andrea Sato, Kate Jarvis, Mike O’Connell, 
        Simon Hornby, Adair Garis, Beth Baker, Pam Ely,  
        Jean Campbell, Samantha Trolice, Sharon Pearson 
Artist in Residence     Scott Ellaway 
Cantor     Dermot Kiernan 
The Parish Choir 
Facebook Greeter   Pam Ely 
 
Prayer Requests   Specific prayer requests will be kept on the prayer list for six weeks.  Please call 
or email the office if you have additions or deletions to the prayer list. You are encouraged to offer 
your own prayers silently or aloud as indicated in the Prayers of the People.   
 
Today and through the week, we remember all those who have been commended to our 
prayers.  For those who are sick or in need:  Christine, Rich, Nancy, Ken, Dawn, Barrie, 
Donnie, James, Jeff, Aaron, Michael, Katie, Petra, Doris, Darunee, Patricia, Frank, Gene, Kathy, 
Bo, Geoff, Richard Douthitt, Mary Lou Mannix, Charles Kennedy. For those serving in the military, 
Jake Walker and Matthew Comeau. 
    
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Mark’s, Bridgeport; St. Mark’s, 
Bridgewater; Good Shepherd, Bristol/Plainville. For soup kitchens and food pantries, 
and all ministries that feed those who go without 
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Weekly Calendar – December 27 – January 3 
 

Sunday, December 27 The First Sunday after Christmas   
9:00am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
10:00am                                         Lessons and Carols (Livestream))  
 
Sunday, January 3 The Second Sunday after Christmas: Epiphany   
9:00am Coffee Hour (Zoom) 
10:00am                                       Holy Eucharist - Rite 2 (Livestream) 
 
 
Connection details available on our website, in the e-news, and in our 
Parishioner Facebook group. Need to sign up for the e-news? It’s easy – just go to 
www.stmatthewswilton.org/newsletter. 
 
Need to join the Parishioner Facebook Group? Go here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StMatthewsOnline/ 
 
Need something else? Send Marissa a note or be in touch with another member of the 
staff.  
  

http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StMatthewsOnline/
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Next Week: Worship online again with St. Matthew’s 
There are many ways to connect with St. Matt’s in the coming weeks. Please keep an 
eye on our website and social media as well as our e-news. There you’ll find information 
and opportunities to connect for friends and members of all ages. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff 
Rector    The Rev. Marissa S. Rohrbach, marissa@stmatthewswilton.org 
Deacon                             The Rev. Deacon Don Burr, don@stmatthewswilton.org  
Artist in Residence                        Scott Ellaway, scott@stmatthewswilton.org 
Parish Administrator                              Nancy Johnson, office@stmatthewswilton.org 
Children, Youth & Family          Samantha Trolice, samantha@stmatthewswilton.org 
Bookkeeper                                                    Louann Miska, louann.miska@gmail.com 
WEPCO                                                            Sandy Muschler, wepco@optonline.net 
Nursery Staff                                     Lucia Sato, Kate DeAngelis 
Sexton                                                                                                               Max Gil 
 
 
Wardens and Officers 
Sr. Warden  Jen Kepner              Asst. Treasurers     Bruce Beebe, Andrea Sato  
Jr. Warden  Brian Angerame   Clerk               Anne Newton 
Treasurer  Keith DeAngelis    

 
 

The Vestry 
Michael Kaelin    Kim Hall         Joe Magnano 
Dodo Roberts    Tim Jarvis     Paul Reis 
Jessica Christ  Pam Ely     
  
  

 
 

36 New Canaan Road, Wilton, CT 06897 
Phone: (203) 762-7400 

www.stmatthewswilton.org 
Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/stmattswilton 

Follow us on Twitter & Instagram @stmattswilton                        
 

mailto:marissa@stmatthewswilton.org
mailto:don@stmatthewswilton.org
http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stmattswilton

