
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Festival Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
Easter Day 
April 4, 2021 

10:00 am  
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Festival Musical Prelude 

On this morning, our prelude begins quietly, inching us towards the brightness of the first hymn, 

towards the brightness of the Good News that we proclaim this day. Then the organ takes us 

another step forward until finally we hear that familiar trumpet theme loudly proclaiming that 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today! 

 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Wendy Kerner, Harp 

 

Flowers in the Valley 

Harp 

 

Andante                                                  J.S. Bach 

Harp 

 

 Ronde de Nuit                                       A. Hasselmans 

Harp 

 

 This Joyful Eastertide  

 Harp 

 

Organ Voluntary        J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Prelude and Fugue in G Major, BWV 541 
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+  T H E   W O R D   O F   G O D  + 

Opening Hymn 207          “Jesus Christ is risen today”                            Victory 
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Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
The Celebrant and People say together   
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect  

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day 
of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading                                Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,  

of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

the sheet that is spread over all nations;  

he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,  

for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he 

might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited;  

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 
  Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
 People    Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem              Easter Anthem          William Billings 

                        ed. Robert Shaw 
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Second Reading                                                    1 Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 
the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 

Lector   The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Song of Praise              Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

Wendy Kerner, Harp 

The Holy Gospel                                                             John 20:1-18 

        Deacon       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

        People         Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as 



7 
 

yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do 
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  

        Deacon        The Gospel of the Lord. 
       People          Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

The Sermon                                The Rev. Marissa S. Rohrbach 

  

 

Choir Anthem         This Joyful Easter-tide     17th Century Dutch Melody  

                Arr. Dr. Charles Woon 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
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death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People              Form III 
The Intercessor begins, the People respond with the words in bold. 

Loving God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
We pray especially for Ann, Bruce, Melinda, Carolann, Linda, Rob, David, Jane, 
MaryAnn, Roy, Christine, Rich, Nancy, Ken, Dawn, Barrie, Donnie, David, James, Jeff, 
Aaron, Michael, Katie, Petra, Doris, Patricia, Frank, Richard, Mary Lou, Charles, Gene, 
Kathy, Bo, Geoff, and Dann; have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or 
trouble. 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
The People may add their own petitions and thanksgivings either silently or aloud. 
 
Then the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to 
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 

 

+  T H E   H O L Y   C O M M U N I O N  + 
The Offertory 
The Celebrant says an Offertory sentence.  
I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
 

Whether you’ve joined us today from near or 
far, please consider making a gift of 
thanksgiving to support the work of God at  
St. Matthew’s.  

On this Easter Day, when we give thanks for 
all that God has done for us, you might offer 
some of that back to God by joining us in this 
work. 

Visit www.stmatthewswilton.org/offering. Designate it as a gift or as part of your pledge. 

No gift is too small. All gifts honor the God who honors us with life, breath, love, and salvation. 

http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/offering
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The Offertory Meditation The Heavens Declare: Psalm XIX           B. Marcello 

Matthew Suckling, Trumpet 

The Great Thanksgiving                               
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life 

and fountain of mercy. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the 

glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 

Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

 
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

Sanctus – Hymnal S 125                       Sung by all           Proulx 
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The Celebrant continues 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us 
in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into 
our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see 
your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 
another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the 
way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us 
from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your 
promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made 
mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed 
your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening 
the way of freedom and life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is 
my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.  
 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [_______ 
and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Celebrant and People 
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread                          
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People   Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant  The gifts of God for the People of God.   
 
 
Fraction S164           Jesus, Lamb of God          Schubert 

Sung by all 
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The Act of Reception            Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book (2nd ed) 
The Celebrant and the People say together 
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 
where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise 
and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption 
won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the 
hope of glory. 
 
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at 
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself 
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing 
separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. 
 
Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my 
wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the 
image of your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every 
hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Silence is kept.  
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Hymn 178                 “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.”     Alleluia No.1 
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The Postcommunion Prayer 

The People stand or kneel. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
People God of abundance, you have fed us 
 with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
 you have united us with Christ and one another; 
 and you have made us one with all your people 
 in heaven and on earth. 
 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
 That we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
 and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

 
Welcome from the Rector 
 

 
Song of Praise      Beethoven                      

Joyful, Joyful (Ode to Joy) 
Wendy Kerner, Harp 

 
 

Easter Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the People saying 

Beloved, life is short. And we do not have enough time to gladden the hearts of those 
who travel with us. So be quick to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 
our God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier be with you to strengthen and guard you 
this day and always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 175                “Hail thee, festival day”              Salve festa dies   
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Dismissal  
Deacon  Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Postlude          Toccata     Phil Snedecor 
Trumpet 

 

Happy Easter! 
 

Worship Leaders 

Celebrant & Preacher   The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach 
Deacon         The Rev. Deacon Don Burr 
Lectors         Lindsay Wyman, Ella Wyman, Brian Angerame,  
       Lyla Theoharides, Sharon Pearson, John Pearson,  
       Samantha Trolice 
The Parish Choir    
Harp    Wendy Kerner 
Trumpet   Matthew Suckling  
Coffee Hour Hosts      Anne Newton, Pam Ely     
Facebook Greeter   Pam Ely 

 
Prayer Requests   Specific prayer requests will be kept on the prayer list for six weeks.  Please call or email the 
office if you have additions or deletions to the prayer list. You are encouraged to offer your own prayers 
silently or aloud as indicated in the Prayers of the People.   
 
Today and through the week, we remember all those who have been commended to our prayers.  
For those who are sick or in need:  Ann, Bruce, Melinda, Carolann, Linda, Rob, David, Jane, MaryAnn, 
Roy, Christine, Rich, Nancy, Ken, Barrie, Dawn, Donnie, David, James, Jeff, Aaron, Michael, Katie, Petra, Doris, 
Patricia, Frank, Gene, Bo, Kathy, Geoff, Richard Douthitt, Mary Lou Mannix, Charles Kennedy and Dann 
Pompa. For those serving in the military, Jake Walker and Matthew Comeau. 
    
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray St. Andrew’s, Kent; Emmanuel, Killingworth; Trinity, Lime 
Rock; St. Michael’s, Litchfield.  Collaborative ministries and all Ministry Networks; Joining Jesus in 
the New Missional Age, ECCT Regions and Region Missionaries.  
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Easter Memorials 
 

In memory of or thanksgiving for:   Given by: 
 

Flower  Memorials 

 
Philip & Caroline Pearson     John & Sharon Pearson 
Clifford & Trinette Ely 
 
Clarie Elizabeth Borak      Beth Baker & George Fuller 
Eleanor Ruth Mauro 
 
Jacques Lucas       The Lucas Family 
 
Our Parents       Tom & Andrea Sato 
 
Robert Graham Griffin     Char Griffin 
Ann Newsom Griffin 
 
Mike & Marie Perry Masland     The Perry Family 
Ellen Masland Salyer  
Dermond Ives, Jr. 
Richard Kendrick, Charles Portman  
May C. Proctor, P. Richard Allwork  
Robert Phelps  
All our grandparents  
 

Music Memorials 

 
Tom Campbell       Jean Campbell 
Jack & Flo Redden      
Thomas & Betty Campbell 
 
Elizabeth & John Godfrey     Nancy & Bill Brautigam 
Dorothy & Carl Brautigam 
 
My Family        Char Griffin 
 
Pat & Endy Perry and Jane Phelps    The Perry Family 
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Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

 
George & Sylvia Ellis      Steve & Becky Hudspeth 
Harold & Edna Hudspeth 
Henry & Anne Shalet 
Deborah Ellis 
Georgianna Ellis 
Josephine Poor 
 
Our St. Matthew’s community    Char Griffin 
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Next Week: Worship online again with St. Matthew’s 
There are many ways to connect with St. Matt’s in the coming weeks. Please keep an 
eye on our website and social media as well as our e-news. There you’ll find information 
and opportunities to connect for friends and members of all ages. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff 
Rector    The Rev. Marissa S. Rohrbach, marissa@stmatthewswilton.org 
Deacon                             The Rev. Deacon Don Burr, don@stmatthewswilton.org  
Parish Administrator                              Nancy Johnson, office@stmatthewswilton.org 
Children, Youth & Family          Samantha Trolice, samantha@stmatthewswilton.org 
WEPCO Facilities Coordinator                    Andrew Arevalo, wepco@optonline.net  
Bookkeeper                                                    Louann Miska, louann.miska@gmail.com 
Nursery Staff                                     Lucia Sato, Kate DeAngelis 
Sexton                                                                                                               Max Gil 
 
 
Wardens and Officers 
Sr. Warden  Brian Angerame           Asst. Treasurers     Bruce Beebe, Andrea Sato  
Jr. Warden  Pam Ely    Clerk               Anne Newton 
Treasurer  Keith DeAngelis    

 
 

The Vestry 
Vytas Kisielius         Pam Carlson    Joe Magnano 
Dodo Roberts    Tim Jarvis     Paul Reis 
Jessica Christ       
  
  

 
36 New Canaan Road, Wilton, CT 06897 

Phone: (203) 762-7400 
www.stmatthewswilton.org 

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/stmattswilton 
Follow us on Twitter & Instagram @stmattswilton 
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