
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A light shines in the darkness.  

And the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

 

Communion Under Special Circumstances 

An Easter Vigil 

April 3rd, 2021 

    9:00pm 



+  T H E   W O R D   O F   G O D  + 
 

As we would for the Easter Vigil, before we break the fast and receive communion for Easter, 
we hear the story of salvation. Abbreviated though it may be for our purposes tonight, we will 
track God’s love throughout the ages. The People begin in darkness. And light a candle as the 
service begins. 
 
The Celebrant begins 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life.     

John 3:16 
 
 

The Lighting of Candles 

 

The Collect  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of 
the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which 
is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, 
may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

The First Lesson              Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; 
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 



And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated 
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with 
the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed 
in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 
that it was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was 



so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 
God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on 
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on 
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that 
he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the 
earth when they were created. 

 

The Second Lesson                   Isaiah 55:1-11 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 



Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor 
for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for 
the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations 
that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified 
you. Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 

The Third Lesson               Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so 



that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved 
to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
The Gospel              Mark 16:1-8 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.   
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. 
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they 
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 
on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will 
see him, just as he told you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid. 
 

Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily             The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach 

 



The Prayers 
An Intercessor begins, the People respond with the words in bold.  
Let us offer our intercessions, petitions and thanksgivings, saying, ‘Redeemer, 
hear our prayer.’  
 
May we live as those who believe in the triumph of the cross.  
Redeemer, hear our prayer.  
 
May all people receive the good news of Christ’s victory.  
Redeemer, hear our prayer.  
 
May those born to new life in the waters of baptism know the power of 
Christ’s resurrection. Redeemer, hear our prayer.  
 
May those who suffer pain and anguish 
find healing and peace in the compassion of Christ.  
Redeemer, hear our prayer.  
 
May we be united in Christ’s undying love 
with all who have passed through the gates of death.  
Redeemer, hear our prayer.  
 
The People are invited to add their own prayers of thanksgiving and intercession either 
silently or aloud. 
 
The Celebrant offers the following prayer 

Living God, long ago, faithful women proclaimed the good news of Jesus’ 
resurrection and the world was changed forever. Teach us to keep faith with 
them, so that our witness may be as bold, our love as deep and our faith as 
true. Amen.  
 
Then the Celebrant says 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy 



mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 
The Holy Communion 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.  

 

 

The Celebrant says the following invitation  

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 

The People are invited to receive. 

 

The Sacrament is administered with the following words 

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



The Postcommunion Prayer 
After everyone has received as they’re able, the Celebrant says Let us pray.   
People    Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks for this 
Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of your beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us 
forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, and everlasting 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! The Lord is risen! 
People   The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The Ringing of Bells 

 

Easter Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the People saying 

Beloved, life is short. And we do not have enough time to gladden the hearts of those 
who travel with us. So be quick to love and make haste to be kind. And the blessing of 
our God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier be with you to strengthen and guard you 
this day and always. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People     Thanks be to God.     
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