
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Eucharist  -  Rite II 

The Second Sunday After Christmas 

January 2, 2022 
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Welcome to St. Matthew's! We are glad you are here. 

The People are invited to read the words in bold. If you’re joining us from home, please stand, kneel, 
sing, and pray with us as you’re able. No matter where you are, joining in this worship service is a form 
of prayer that connects you to God and to each other. Whenever two or three are gathered, even virtually, 
Scripture reminds us that Jesus is present among us. 
 

Children are most welcome and are encouraged to participate in worship. 
To the parents of children: Relax! God put the wiggle in children. Sit toward the front so your little ones 
can see and hear. Go ahead and quietly answer their questions. If you don’t know the answer, the priest 
would love to talk to your little one. When you sing the hymns and join in the prayers, you teach little 
hearts how to be faithful; you are their best model. If you need to leave the service, that’s okay. Don’t be 
shy about coming back. It was Jesus who said, “Let the little children come to me.”  
 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you at St. Matt's. 

 
+  T H E   W O R D   O F   G O D  + 

 

 
Prelude                   
 
Please stand as you are able.  

 
Entrance Hymn 119                                                                                  DIX  

“As with gladness men of old” 
                        
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity (said by all)  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria – S 277             Sung by all                     setting by David Hurd (b. 1950) 
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share 
the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 
 

 

 

The First Reading                             Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Thus says the LORD: 
 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O LORD, your people,  
the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together;  
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
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Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

says the LORD. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.    

 

Psalm 84          The People respond with the words in bold. 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 
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3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

 

12 O LORD of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 
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The Second Reading      Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose 
us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope 
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.      

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

Children in Pre-K – 7th Grade proceed to their classrooms  
for Church School at the beginning of the first verse. 

 
 

 
Sequence Hymn 706                               HALTON HOLGATE 

 “In your mercy, Lord, you called me” 
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The Gospel                    Matthew 2:1-12 
Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.   
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 
told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
"Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard 
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon                                                The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach                                          
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The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

Deacon  In the birth of Jesus Christ among the poor of the earth, God has 
promised to comfort all peoples and to give gladness in exchange for 
sorrow. Assured by this promise, let us pray for all the earth and all its 
peoples, saying: Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor  For the homeless and the hungry, that they may find refuge, merciful 
God. For the blind and all the physically disadvantaged, that they may 
find courage and acceptance, merciful God, hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor For the cities of the earth, that they may be places of wisdom and 
justice, merciful God. For national leaders, courts, and legislatures, that 
they may protect the weak and serve in humility, merciful God, hear 
our prayer. 

 

Intercessor For an end to war, merciful God. For the holy church of God, that it 
may be made one, merciful God, hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor For missionaries in all lands, that they may act in courage and love, 
merciful God, hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor For this assembly, that we may treasure in our hearts the word spoken 
in our midst, merciful God. For the sick, especially Tom, Michael, 
Joanne, Brooks, Scott, Bobby, Martin, Marge, Vinny, Ann, Bruce, 
Melinda, Rob, Jane, Nancy, Dawn, Donnie, David, James, Aaron, Petra, 
Kathy, Richard, Mary Lou, Charles, Dann, and for those we name 
before you in our hearts, and for those who will die this day, merciful 
God, hear our prayer. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Celebrant Joining in thanksgiving with Mary the mother of God, with all those 
who heard and touched the coming of the word among us, with all 
angels, and with all the people of God, we commend these prayers and 
all this longing world to you, O God, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
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The Confession 
Then the Celebrant says       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. The people may stand or kneel. 
 

Celebrant and People say together 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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+  T H E   H O L Y   C O M M U N I O N + 
 
After the Celebrant says an Offertory sentence, the congregation may be seated. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come 
into his courts. 
 

Offertory Hymn 131                 VOM HIMMEL KAM DER ENGEL SCHAR  
   “When Christ’s appearing was made known” 

 

 

 

Whether you’ve joined us today from near or far, in person or online, please consider making a gift of thanksgiving to 
support the work of God at St. Matthew’s. Be part of God’s mission with us as we make our way out of the COVID 
season and into the new life God promises.  Visit www.stmatthewswilton.org/offering. Designate it as a gift or as part 
of your pledge. No gift is too small. All gifts honor the God who honors us with life, breath, love, and salvation. 
 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
Doxology at the Presentation                        LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
                                                     

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Praise God above ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/offering
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We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep 
and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing.  
 
You made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of 
your love. 
 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings 
through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 

 

Sanctus – S 124                 Sung by all              setting by David Hurd (b. 1950) 

 

 

 

 

 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with 
favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread 
with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice 
of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of 
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Matthew, and 
all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 
the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to 
you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread                          
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

 

Celebrant  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People   Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 

Fraction Anthem – S 161     Sung by all        setting by David Hurd (b. 1950) 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant  The gifts of God for the People of God.   

 
All are welcome to come forward, as directed by ushers, to receive communion or a blessing. The Ushers will help you move 
toward the center in single file, socially distanced, lines. When you reach the center of the space, please open your hands and 
lay them flat to receive the bread or cross your arms over your chest to receive a blessing. Let the Priest know if you need a 
gluten free wafer by first extending your palms down. Once you have received the bread, please return to your pew with the 
bread in your hand; then you may slip the bread into your mouth under your mask. If you would like to have communion 

brought to your pew, please let an usher know. 
 

 
Communion Hymn 128               THREE KINGS OF ORIENT 

“We three kings of Orient are” 
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If you are joining us from home or have not received communion, you may offer this prayer to the Lord. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer 
Celebrant  Let us pray. Loving God, 
People    We give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 
 

Parish Announcements 

 

The Christmas Blessing 
May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of 
the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ 
child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier be with you this night and always. Amen. 
 

The Act of Reception            Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book (2nd ed) 
The Celebrant and the People say together 
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for 
the means of grace and the hope of glory. 
 
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my 
heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, 
by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. 
 
Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and guide 
me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and, in the power 
of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or disturbs the growth of your 
kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Dismissal Hymn 497              WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET 

     “How bright appears the Morning Star” 
 
 

The Celebrant or the Deacon offers the dismissal, 

Thanks be to God.                       
                              
 
Postlude 
 

Worship Leaders 
Celebrant & Preacher   The Rev. Marissa Rohrbach 
Deacon     The Rev. Deacon Don Burr 
Lectors        Theo Satrazemis, Paul Reis   
Intercessor     Anna-Kate Reis 
Organist          Tony Procaccini 
Choir     St. Matthew’s Church Choir 
Counters    Dave Gortz   
 
 
Prayer Requests   Specific prayer requests will be kept on the prayer list for six weeks.  Please call or 
email the office if you have additions or deletions to the prayer list. You are encouraged to offer your own 
prayers silently or aloud as indicated in the Prayers of the People. 
    
 
Today and through the week, we remember all those who have been commended to our 
prayers.  For those who are sick or in need: Tom, Michael, Joanne, Brooks, Scott, Bobby, Martin, 
Marge, Vinny, Ann, Bruce, Melinda, Rob, Jane, Nancy, Dawn, Donnie, David, James, Aaron, Petra, 
Kathy, Richard Douthitt, Mary Lou Mannix, Charles Kennedy and Dann Pompa. For those serving in 
the military, Matthew Comeau. 

 

 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; 
Trinity Church, Collinsville; For all immigrants, refugees and the ministries that serve them.   
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Weekly Calendar – January 2 – January 9 
 

 
Sunday, January 2 The Second Sunday after Christmas    
10:00am                                       Holy Eucharist – Rite 2 (In person & Livestream) 
10:15am Church School  

 

Monday, January 3 
7:00pm Education for Ministry 
 
Tuesday, January 4  
11:00am Staff Meeting 
4:00pm St. Matthew’s Cherub’s Rehearsal 
7:00pm St. Matthew’s Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 
Wednesday, January 5 
6:00pm Confirmation Class 
 
Thursday, January 6  
5:00pm St. Matthew’s Chorister’s Rehearsal 
7:30-9:00pm Adult Church Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, January 9 The First Sunday after the Epiphany    
10:00am                                       Holy Eucharist – Rite 2 (In person & Livestream) 
10:15am Church School  
 

 
 

Connection details available on our website, in the e-news,  
and in our Parishioner Facebook group.  

Need to sign up for the e-news? It’s easy – just go to www.stmatthewswilton.org/newsletter.    
Need to join the Parishioner Facebook Group? Go here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StMatthewsOnline/ 

 
Need something else? Send Marissa a note or be in touch with another member of the staff. 

 
 

Connection details available on our website, in the e-news,  
and in our Parishioner Facebook group.  

http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StMatthewsOnline/
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Worship Schedule at St. Matthew’s 
Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 10am 

 

Please keep an eye on our website and social media as well as our e-news. There you’ll 
find information and opportunities to connect for friends and members of all ages. 
 

 
 
Staff 
Rector    The Rev. Marissa S. Rohrbach, marissa@stmatthewswilton.org 
Deacon                             The Rev. Deacon Don Burr, don@stmatthewswilton.org  
Music Ministries & Organist     Andrew Leslie Cooper, andrew@stmatthewswilton.org  

Parish Administrator                              Nancy Johnson, office@stmatthewswilton.org 
Children, Youth & Family          Samantha Trolice, samantha@stmatthewswilton.org 
WEPCO Facilities Coordinator                    Andrew Arevalo, wepco@optonline.net  
Bookkeeper                                                    Louann Miska, louann.miska@gmail.com 
Media Technician                                                      Matthew Henshaw 
Nursery Staff                                     Lucia Sato, Kate DeAngelis 
Sexton                                                                                                               Max Gil 
 
 
Wardens and Officers 
Sr. Warden  Brian Angerame           Clerk               Anne Newton 
Jr. Warden  Pam Ely    Asst. Treasurers     Bruce Beebe, Andrea Sato 
Treasurer  Keith DeAngelis                                  Rob Kyle  

 
The Vestry 
Vytas Kisielius         Pam Carlson    Joe Magnano 
Dodo Roberts    Tim Jarvis     Paul Reis 
Jessica Christ       
   

36 New Canaan Road, Wilton, CT 06897 
Phone: (203) 762-7400 

www.stmatthewswilton.org 
Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/stmattswilton 

Follow us on Twitter & Instagram @stmattswilton  

  

 

mailto:marissa@stmatthewswilton.org
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