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Welcome to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. We give thanks that you are here today to honor the 
life of our beloved brother in Christ. All you need to participate in worship is found in this bulletin 
or in the blue hymnal in the pews. Your parts are printed in bold. We hope that you will participate 
as you feel comfortable. We pray God’s peace will be with you. 

 
 
 

Prelude           
 

The hymns can be found in the blue hymnals. Please stand as you are able. 

 

Processional Hymn 680                   ST. ANNE 

Our God, our help in ages past 
 

The Remembrances         Deborah E. Ricketts 

                 Alexandra Ervin 

               Wilson Ervin 
 

The People stand as the Officiant begins 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, saith the Lord; 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; 
and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God; 
whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not as a stranger. 
 

For none of us liveth to himself, 
and no man dieth to himself. 
For if we live, we live unto the Lord. 
and if we die, we die unto the Lord. 
Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 
 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 
even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 
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The Collect 
Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf 
of thy servant Dean, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, 
in the fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

The People may be seated. 

 
First Reading                                                 John 14:1-6 
Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where 
I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." 
 
        Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
      People   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23    King James Version                           
 

The LORD is my shepherd; * 
    I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 
    he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; * 
    he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
                                Name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; * 
    for thou art with me; 
    thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
                                mine enemies; * 
    thou anointest my head with oil; 
    my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
                                of my life, * 
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

 
Second Reading                          John 10:11-16 
Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away-- and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. 
And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong 
to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 
will be one flock, one shepherd." 
 
          Lector   The Word of the Lord. 
         People   Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 608         MELITA 
Eternal Father, strong to save 

 

 
The Homily                            The Rev. John H. Branson 
 
 

Solo                                  Abide with me                         Janet Nobles 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
All standing, the Officiant says 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith  
and say, 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead.  
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven,  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
The Officiant and People say together 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Prayers 
The People stand or kneel as they are able. The People respond with the words in bold. 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech 
thee, to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and thy peace. 
Amen. 
 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may 
die to sin and rise again to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate 
of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. Amen. 
 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that 
thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. Amen. 
 

Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from 
all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Amen. 
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Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting all 
their grief on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love. Amen. 
 

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength 
to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the 
joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen.  
 

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and 
trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection 
to life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Grant us grace to entrust Dean to thy never-failing love; receive him into the 
arms of thy mercy, and remember him according to the favor which thou 
bearest unto thy people. Amen. 
 

Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may go from strength 
to strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom. Amen.  
 

Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our 
consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and, with blessed 
Matthew and all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which thou dost 
promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

All stand for 

The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And with thy spirit. 
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The Commendation 

The Officiant begins, the People respond  

 
Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 

Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, 
formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return. For so thou didst ordain 
when thou createdst me saying, “Dust thou art, and undo dust shalt thou 
return.” All we go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more,  
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 
 

The Officiant then says 

Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant Dean.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a lamb of 
thine own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming. Receive him into the arms 
of thy mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
Officiant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Recessional Hymn 376                 HYMN TO JOY 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee 
 

 
Postlude                                 Felix Mendelssohn       

Allegro maestoso e vivace (from Sonata II) 

 
 

The family invites you to join them for a reception  
in the parish lounge following the liturgy. 

 

 
 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. 
 
The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ 
brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while 
we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with 
those who mourn.               

       The Book of Common Prayer 
(page 507) 

 

Worship Leaders 

Officiant  The Rev. John H. Branson                 Organist Michael Burnette 

Lector  Tom Ricketts               Soloist                      Janet Nobles 
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                   “Pau Hana - your work is done” 
 

Crossing the Bar 

Sunset and evening star, 
  And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
  When I put out to sea, 
 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
  Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
  Turns again home. 
 

Twilight and evening bell, 
  And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
  When I embark; 
 

For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
 The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
  When I have cross’d the bar. 

 
                                                 Alfred, Lord Tennyson 1809-1892 
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Worship Schedule at St. Matthew’s 
Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 10am 

 

Please keep an eye on our website and social media as well as our e-news. You will find 
information to connect with friends and members of all ages. 

 

 
Staff 
Interim Rector             The Rev. John H. Branson, john@stmatthewswilton.org 
Formation & Engagement   The Rev. Dr. Tommy Watson, tommy@stmatthewswilton.org 

Director of Music Ministries                    Irina Georgieva, irina@stmatthewswilton.org  

Parish Administrator                              Nancy Johnson, office@stmatthewswilton.org 
Director of WEPCO                         Donna Savage, wepco@optonline.net  
Bookkeeper                                                    Louann Miska, louann.miska@gmail.com 
Technology Coordinator                                                     Matthew Henshaw 
Nursery Staff                                         Lucia Sato 
Sextons      Alix Williams, Jairo Mejia 

 

 
Wardens and Officers 
Warden 
Warden 
Treasurer 

Pam Ely  
Keith DeAngelis  
Rob Kyle 

          Clerk 
            Asst. Treasurer 

 Jennifer DeAngelis 
Brian Angerame 

 
The Vestry 
Eleanor Arnold 

 
 
     Bob Giolitto 

 

  Endy Perry 

 

  Kimberly Olson 

Brian Angerame 
 

     Becky Hudspeth   John Pearson  

 
 

36 New Canaan Road, Wilton, CT 06897 
Phone: (203) 762-7400 

www.stmatthewswilton.org 
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stmattswilton 

Follow us on Instagram @stmattswilton 
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