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Welcome Rev. Kerith Harding, Our New Rector 

 

We are delighted and excited to welcome The Rev. Kerith Harding today as she begins 

her ministry as rector of St. Matthew’s. 

 
Kerith comes to us after many years of serving and nurturing parish communities, 
including nearly nine years as rector of St. John’s in Maui and more recent ministry in 
North Guilford.  St. Matthew’s is also a place she remembers well: she first preached 
here in 2010, when she was serving as an assistant rector in Westport.  Sixteen years 
later, she returns to a community whose warmth and welcome left a lasting impression. 
 
At the heart of Kerith’s ministry is a desire to help people of all ages deepen their 
relationship with Christ and find a meaningful place in the life of the church.  We look 
forward to exploring together how our faith can shape our life as a parish and our 
connections with the wider community. 
 
Kerith and her wife, Ali, the Episcopal Chaplain at Yale, share a lively household 
with their middle-school-aged children, Harrison and Maddie, and their enthusiastic 
dog, Lucy.  They anticipate moving into the rectory later this year. 
 
This morning, Kerith preaches and celebrates the Eucharist with us for the first time as 
our rector.  Please join us after the service for a festive coffee hour to welcome Kerith and 
her family and celebrate this joyful new chapter in the life of St. Matthew’s!  Please 
introduce yourselves to Kerith as she is looking forward to getting to know all of us. 

 
Pam and Keith 
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Welcome to St. Matthew’s! We are glad you are here. 

Welcome to St. Matthew’s! Whether you join us in person or online, we welcome you to this Episcopal Church, 
one of many in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, throughout the United States and around the world. As 
part of the Anglican Communion, our ministry stretches over the face of the earth. Our worship, found in the 
Book of Common Prayer, was established in the middle of the 16th century, modified to accommodate 
contemporary tastes and times. 

We invite families with young children to sit close to the Communion Table that you see and hear clearly. A 
play space for young children is provided on the east side of the church towards the rear. All children are 
absolutely welcome in worship as their wonder and curiosity inspires us all. 

Rubrics, the italicized words of the bulletin give guidance for worship—when to sit, stand or kneel. At St. 
Matthew’s, we also embrace silence at various times, occasions when we speak to and listen for God. 

 

+ T H E    W O R D    O F    G O D + 
 

Prelude              
Basse de Cromorne            by Louis-Nicholas Clérambault 
from Suite du Deuxième Ton  
        
The hymns can be found in the blue hymnals. Please stand as you are able. 

 
Processional Hymn 287                                     SINE NOMINE 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest 
 
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
The Celebrant and People say together 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



4 
 

Song of Praise sung by all setting by John Rutter 
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one 
communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: 
Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, 
that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who 
truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The congregation is seated. 
 

The First Reading                   Revelation 7:9-17 

After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 
They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And 
all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 

"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom  
and thanksgiving and honor  
and power and might  
be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then 
he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
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"For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
the sun will not strike them, 
nor any scorching heat; 

for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 34:1-10; 22  
sung by all 
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The Second Reading                         1 John 3:1-3 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure. 

 
Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Sequence Hymn 618          LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Ye watchers and ye holy ones 
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The Holy Gospel                 Matthew 5:1-12 
Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 
is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you." 

Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 
The Sermon                      The Rev. Kerith Harding  
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Please stand as you are able. 

Celebrant  In union with all those who have ministered in this place across the 
generations and with all those in every time and place, let us renew 
the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we 
renounce Satan and all his works, and promise to serve God faithfully 
in God’s holy Catholic Church.  

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and 
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People I do. 
 

Celebrant 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 
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Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help.  
 

 
Celebrant 

 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 
Celebrant 

 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 
The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 



12 
 

Prayers of the People             Form VI 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

Intercessor  For all people in their daily life and work; 
People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 
 
Intercessor  For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People   For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Intercessor  For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People   For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
Intercessor  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People   For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and  

the needy. 
Intercessor Today we pray especially for those on our parish prayer list; 

Kelsey, Dan, Aaron, Liz, Scott, Judy, Vanessa, Melinda, Kathy, 
Shelly, Patty, Joan, Susan, Kristen, Vinny, and Antonio. 
 

    Intercessor  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
   People  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 
Intercessor  For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Jeff and Laura, our Bishops, 

Kerith, our rector, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
People  For all who serve God in God’s Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 
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The People may add their own petitions 

Intercessor  Hear us, Lord; 
People   For your mercy is great. 

Intercessor  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

Intercessor  We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People   And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

Intercessor  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 

    
   Silence 

   The People may add their own petitions 

  Intercessor   Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
  People   Who put their trust in you. 

  Intercessor   We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

  Silence may be kept. 

  Celebrant and People say together 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
  known and unknown, 
  things done and left undone; 
  and so uphold us by your Spirit 
  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
  to the honor and glory of your Name; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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+ T H E H O L Y C O M M U N I O N + 

 

Celebrant says an Offertory sentence, the congregation is seated. 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God. 
 

 
Offertory Anthem          Arr. by Scott Perkins 

City of Heaven 
 

I am a poor pilgrim of sorrow, 
I'm left in this old wide world alone, 
I ain't got no hope for tomorrow, 
I'm trying to make it, make heaven my home. 
 
Sometimes I'm tossed and I'm driven, Lord, 
Sometimes I just don't know which way to turn 
I heard of a city called heaven, 
I'm trying to make it, make heaven my home. 
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The Offering 

 
Whether you’ve joined us today from near or far, in person or online,  
we invite you to make a gift of thanksgiving to support the work of  
God at St. Matthew’s.  Visit www.stmatthewswilton.org/offering.  
Designate it as a gift or as part of your pledge.  

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

Doxology at the Presentation                        THE OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For in the multitude of your 
saints you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses, that we might 
rejoice in their fellowship, and run with endurance the race that is set before us; 
and, together with them, receive the crown of glory that never fades away. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/offering
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Sanctus sung by all setting by Richard Proulx 

 
 

The People stand or kneel. 
 

The People remain standing or kneel. The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our tresspasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem    sung by all by Franz Peter Schubert 
    arr. by Richard Proulx 

 

Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God. 
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We receive communion at the altar rails of St. Matthew's. Please follow the ushers guiding you forward down 
the center aisle to the communion rails, filling in from the outside wall. You may stand or kneel to receive. 
Gluten-free bread is available. Those desiring gluten-free shall present their hands, palms down. The chalices 
contain consecrated wine. With guidance from the chalice bearer, those who choose, drink from the common 
cup. The same cup offered to those choosing to intinct--dipping the bread oneself lightly in the wine and 
consuming. 
 
 

Communion Anthem                     Traditional spiritual 
             Arr. by Alex Hodgkinson 

Deep River 
Deep river, my home is over Jordan. 
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground. 
Oh, don’t you want to go to that gospel feast? 
That promised land, where all is peace? 

 
Communion Hymn 335                               I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 

I am the bread of life 
 

The Postcommunion Prayer 

The People stand or kneel.  

Celebrant  Let us pray.   
People     Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Parish Announcements 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the People 

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God give you strength to 
be Christ’s hands and heart in this world. And the blessing of God Almighty, who 
creates, redeems, and sanctifies be with you this day and always. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                                  
When the Saints Go Marching In 

 

Oh, when the Saints go marching in (2) 
Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the Saints go marching in. 

 
 Oh, when the trumpet sounds its call (2) 

Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the trumpet sounds its call. 

 
 And on that Hallelujah day (2) 

Lord, I want to be in that number 
On that Hallelujah day. 

 
Oh, when the Saints go marching in (2) 

Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the Saints go marching in.  

 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Postlude             
Caprice sur les grands jeux      by Louis-Nicholas Clérambault 
from Suite du Deuxième Ton  
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Worship Leaders 
Celebrant & Preacher  The Rev. Kerith Harding  
Eucharistic Ministers  Sharon Pearson, Bob Giolitto 
Lectors    Sharon Pearson, John Pearson 
Intercessor    Mary Obermayer 
Music Director   Irina Georgieva 
Choir     St. Matthew’s Church Choir 
Altar Guild    Sharon McKenna, Kimberly Olson  
Coffee Hosts    The Sigmond Family 
Offering Counters   Steve Hudspeth, Chris Perry 
 
Prayer Requests Specific prayer requests will be kept on the prayer list for six weeks. Please 
call or email the office if you have additions or deletions to the prayer list.  
You are encouraged to offer your own prayers silently or aloud as indicated in the Prayers of 
the People. Today and throughout the week, we remember all those who have been 
commended to our prayers. For those who are sick or in need of prayer: Kelsey, Dan, Aaron, 
Liz, Scott, Judy, Vanessa, Melinda, Kathy, Shelly, Patty, Joan, Susan, Kristen, Vinny, and 
Antonio. For those serving in the military, Matthew Comeau. In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, 
we pray for St. Paul’s, Westbrook; Emmanuel, Weston; Christ & Holy Trinity, Westport. 
Persons employed by The Episcopal Church. For the Presiding Bishop & the President of the 
House of Deputies.  

 

WEPCO needs YOU! 

WEPCO Fall Clean Up Day – Saturday, November 7th 

(9am to Noon – or whatever time you can spare) 

Please volunteer to help clean up the church grounds at WEPCO’s Fall Clean Up 
on Saturday, November 7th from 9am to Noon. We can use volunteers young and old 
with no green thumb skills required.  Join fellow parishioners from St. Matthew’s and 
WPC along with support from our Scout families to help tidy up our campus as we 
prepare for the holidays and the winter months ahead.  There are many projects and 
chores (light or heavy) that need our TLC. Please bring your labelled work gloves, rakes, 
leaf blowers and tarps (if you have them). Heavier equipment (chainsaws, brush cutters, 
etc.) is also welcome with proper safety gear and if operated by their owner. Coffee, cocoa 
and treats will be provided.  It’s a great way to share your time and talents!  Many hands 
make light work.  Thank You. Any questions, please reach out to Chris Perry. 

 

mailto:chrisperry06897@gmail.com
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Weekly Calendar – November 1 – November 8 
 

Sunday, November 1   All Saints Day 
10:00am   Holy Eucharist – Rite 2 

     11:15am   Coffee Hour 
     4:00pm                                                                 St. Matthew’s Auction – “Holy Huddle” 

 

Monday, November 2 
7:00pm          Education for Ministry (Zoom)  
 
Tuesday, November 3 
11:00am   Staff meeting 
1:00-9:00pm                                                     Open Prayer for Election Day  
 

Thursday, November 4 
7:30pm   St. Matthew’s Church Choir rehearsal 
 
Sunday, November 8   The Twenty-four Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00am   Holy Eucharist – Rite 2 

     11:15am   Coffee Hour 

 
 

This Week’s Prayer from our Social Justice Group 
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What’s Next? Take the Survey! 

 
Since Spring 2025, our What’s Next? Committee 
continues to meet and brainstorm ideas for new 
directions for St. Matthew’s to increase our visibility 
and relevance in the Wilton community. At a parish 
meeting in May 2025, we shared a summary report of 

our work. It is now time to consider which of these ideas are worthy of 
exploring further. For the next few weeks, you will receive a series of four 
surveys: Music, Youth Connection, The Common Good, and Corporate & 
Community Partnerships.  
 
This week we are asking for your feedback on Corporate and Community 
Partnerships. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to share your feedback! 
 
 

The “What’s Next?” Committee: 
John Pearson, organizer    (email: jfpcpa53@mac.com) 
Brian Angerame 
Jen Angerame 
Beth Baker 
Bob Giolitto 
Vytas Kisielius 
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Taizé Candlelight Service  
with Flutist Bärli Nugent 

Sunday, November 22 at 4:00 PM 
 

Join us for a peaceful and contemplative Taizé service by candlelight, 
featuring the beautiful music of flutist Bärli Nugent. Through simple sung 
prayers, Scripture, silence, and music, Taizé invites us to slow down, listen, 
and rest in God’s presence. A light reception will follow the service.  
 

 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 

           Order your  
 
 wreaths & garland 
 
        today! 
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Open for Prayer on Election Day 
 
For those in our community feeling anxious, seeking fellowship, or just 
needing a quiet place to decompress, St. Matthew’s will open our doors 

on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3rd from 1:00pm – 9:00pm. 
St. Matthew’s will be a place of civility and respectful dialogue.  
Come for refreshments, camaraderie, time to pray or meditate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are looking for volunteers to help on Election Day,  

a Signup Genius can be found in the weekly Enews.  
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Worship Schedule at St. Matthew’s 
Holy Eucharist on Sundays at 10am 
 
Please keep an eye on our website and social media as well as our e-news.  
You will find information to connect with friends and members of all ages. 

 

 
Staff 
Rector                        The Rev. Kerith Harding, kerith.harding@stmatthewswilton.org  
Director of Music Ministries   Irina Georgieva, irina@stmatthewswilton.org 
Parish Administrator  Nancy Johnson, office@stmatthewswilton.org 
Director of WEPCO  Donna Savage, wepco@optonline.net 
Bookkeeper Louann Miska, louann.miska@gmail.com 
Technology Coordinator   Matthew Henshaw 
Nursery Staff    Lucia Sato 
Sextons Alix Williams, Jairo Mejia 

 

Wardens and Officers 
Warden 
Warden 
Treasurer 

Pam Ely 
Keith DeAngelis 
Rob Kyle 

Clerk 
Asst. Treasurer 

Jennifer DeAngelis 
Brian Angerame 

 
The Vestry 
Eleanor Arnold Bob Giolitto Endy Perry Kimberly Olson 

Brian Angerame Becky Hudspeth John Pearson 
 

 
36 New Canaan Road, Wilton, CT 06897 

Phone: (203) 762-7400 
www.stmatthewswilton.org 

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stmattswilton 
Follow us on Instagram @stmattswilton 

 

mailto:kerith.harding@stmatthewswilton.org
mailto:irina@stmatthewswilton.org
mailto:office@stmatthewswilton.org
mailto:wepco@optonline.net
mailto:louann.miska@gmail.com
http://www.stmatthewswilton.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stmattswilton
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